
• Florida’s public notice law was recently updated to increase competition and reach, and 
lower costs (see reverse side). 

• Currently, newspapers MUST provide without charge e-mail notification of new legal 
notices when they are printed in the newspaper and added to the newspaper’s website. 
Upgrades to the statewide site will also allow for text notifications. 

• Newspapers are required to post notices to their own more trafficked site for free and 
must also upload to www.floridapublicnotices.com, which has more traffic than many city 
or county websites on its own, is easily searchable and is available to the public for free. 

• Newspapers provide a third-party/independent oversight mechanism to help keep 
government notices accurate as opposed to government websites which allow for 
potential abuse.               

The current system using privately owned 
newspapers works

Public notices such as zoning and tax notices should remain in newspapers since 
they are still the best and most cost-effective way to keep citizens aware of their 
government’s activities. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
BELONG 
IN NEWSPAPERS



The public would rather get their notice 
in the newspaper

Most Floridians (61%)  were unlikely to seek out public notices if they were posted 
on a government web site and not available in a printed or online newspaper. 

Based on FPA’s own data collection for 2021, our members reach 5.6M readers per 
week. A newspaper’s web audience is typically 10 times larger than most city or 
county websites, and Florida newspaper sites reach 53 million unique only online 
users in any given month.

A survey conducted by Mason Dixon Polling & Research in 2020 shows that 
nearly 8 out of 10 Floridians say that state and local governments should be 
required to publish public notices in the newspaper on a regular basis. 
Printed newspapers carrying public notices is relied
upon by population sectors 

Printed newspapers carrying public notices 
are relied upon by population sectors

According to the same study... 61%

10X
LARGER

A million Floridians do not have Internet access (5.1%), according to a 
recent Nielsen Scarborough report. Large segments of Florida’s population, 
including elderly and minority populations cannot afford computers and 
monthly access fees.
Sources: : Mason Dixon Polling & Research, 2020; Nielsen Scarborough, R1 Multimarket - Florida (May 2020) 

New Law Increases Competition 
to Lower Costs  
HB 35, effective Jan 1, 2022, expands the types of newspapers that qualify for 
the posting of public notices under Chapter 50 thereby furthering the goal of 
increasing reach and competition, and reducing the cost of notices.  

The bill also allows “government agencies” to opt to publish government notices solely on a qualified 
newspaper website if a vote is taken and broadband is available, thereby potentially reducing 
government costs.


