
Talking/Bullet Points--   HB 7 will have these negative effects: 
 
Less Transparency: Notices will be seen by fewer people if the bill passes:  
 
      “Nobody reads newspapers.” On the contrary:  
 

7.5 million Floridians read printed paid daily and weekly newspapers each week.  
 

In addition to their print audience, the newspaper’s web audience is typically 10 times larger 
than most city or county websites.  

 
Newspapers reach a minimum of 58 million unique only online users through our websites in 
any given month.    

 
         Under the bill, notices take a step backward in digital/online accessibility to all Floridians. 

 
Newspapers are required to post notices to their site, which must be accessible by the public for 

free (outside any paywall).  
 

The paper must also post notice to FPA’s aggregated website, www.floridapublicnotices.com, 
which has more traffic than many city or county websites on its own, is easily searchable and is available 
to the public for free.  FPA has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to create and maintain the site. 
To date, it has over 32,000 registered users and an average of 70,000 views per month. 

 
Newspapers are required to provide e-mail notification of new legal notices when they are 

printed in the newspaper and added to the newspaper’s website. Such e-mail notifications are provided 
without charge. This can easily be done for all notices around the state at www.floridapublicnotices.com  

 
          Floridians will lose their preferred method of receiving public notices—A survey conducted by 
Mason Dixon Polling & Research in 2019 shows that 83% of Floridians say that state and local 
governments should be required to publish public notices in the newspaper on a regular basis. 
According to the same study, most Floridians (68%) were unlikely to seek out public notices if they were 
posted on a government web site and not available in a printed or online newspaper.  

 
           Loss of proactive “push.” Notices will only be seen by people who look for them. Under the 
current law, people find notices when they are looking for other local community information in their 
newspaper. Newspapers offer the opportunity for serendipity, to see things you may not have been 
specifically searching for online  

 
            Many citizens will not look for or find notices in government websites  

 
Citizens will not easily find and/or navigate notices posted to hundreds of government 

websites. 
Large segments of the population have no web access.  Internet access is not as available 

in some rural areas and for some segments of the population, including seniors.  One million 
Floridians still do not have access to broadband. 

 



Big Government Solution Versus Current Private Sector  
 
Plenty of important government services are purchased from/outsourced to private companies.  

Here, newspaper personnel and resources provide for the intake, publication, and verification of these 
necessary notices.   These are important services purchased by gov. entities that must be by law priced 
at the “lowest commercial rate.” They are not “subsidies” or “corporate welfare” for newspaper 
companies.   

 
Publishing notices online is neither cheap nor free and newspapers have made these 

investments already whereas the government will need start from scratch and pay $. And to aggregate 
them will be a major investment by the local governments and entities.  
 

If government recreates all the functionality in the current process, they are going to have to 
archive notices and easily make them available online, and there will be considerable costs. FPA has 
spent $200K+ on its website and ongoing costs are $40 – 50k per year. The technology isn’t cheap, but 
to make these notices available takes technology.  

 
Independent Third-Party Verification of Government Notices Will be Lost 
 

Publishing by third parties will prevent government officials from hiding information 
Newspaper-published legal notices provide these essential elements to the process: 

Accessibility, Independence, verifiability, archive-ability. 
The bill will allow cities to hide tax rates. 

There is no third-party (independent) verification of notice as the cities and counties will 
provide their own proof of publication 

Government publishing its own legal notices is like the fox guarding the hen house 
 
Loss of Private Sector Jobs --The brunt of the bill will fall on small and midsized newspapers who rely 
much more on providing these services to local government (and the associated revenue) than a typical 
metropolitan daily.  These papers will be severely impacted by downsizing reporters and personnel even 
though they are providing important services to local officials—not a subsidy. Some will go out of 
business.   Replacement will be local government personnel. 

 
NOTE: The rural county “exception” in bill is flawed--It fails to consider citizens in rural and/or 

less affluent areas of populated counties who rely on print.  Standards are vague (what is “public 
interest”). Process is confusing—e.g., county might opt-out but school board may not. Are all notices be 
affected? Is a hearing required for each notice? It’s an excuse for local governments to end newspaper 
notice. 

 
Loss of Notice in Communities Served by Smaller/Weekly Newspapers-- Smaller communities will be 
impacted as these papers may be the main source of information for them.  Rural communities in both 
rural and nonrural areas will be impacted. 
 
Costs Reasonable Under Current System--Not all public notices are placed and paid by government 
entities.  Commercial notices like foreclosures are paid for by private parties. Florida law requires ads be 
placed at the “lowest commercial rate.” The purpose of legal notices is government transparency, not 
bureaucratic efficiency 



OTHER POINTS 
 
The argument is not newspapers versus internet, but newspaper websites versus government websites. 
People have continued faith in their local newspapers. 
 
NEW: Within multiple current bills filed include the text requiring publishing public notices in 
newspapers of general circulation. Hence, it is still relevant and important enough for their fellow senate 
and house members to feel it should be included in their new bills. 
 
Newspapers are growing not dying, especially local weeklies and in some cases with our dallies, we are 
seeing double digit growth in online page views and subscription sales. 
 
 
 


