
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters are welcome, but must contain the signature of the writer, a 

phone number and city of residence. Letters must be concise and re-
fl ect opinions and statements on current issues to the general public. 
The newspaper reserves the right to reject any material which in the 

newspaper’s judgment does not meet standards of publication.

CONTACT US

By phone at 904.259.2400 or by fax at 904.259.6502.
You can stop by our offi  ce located at 104 S. Fifth Street, Macclenny, FL 

or mail your submission to PO Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063

www.bakercountypress.com
email editor@bakercountypress.com

OPINION

The Baker County Press
Publisher  James C. McGauley

editor@bakercountypress.com

MANAGING EDITOR Joel Addington
reporter@bakercountypress.com

 ADVERTISING/PRODUCTION Jessica Prevatt
advertising@bakercountypress.com

SPORTS EDITOR Kevin Upright
sports@bakercountypress.com

BUSINESS MANAGER Karin Thomas
kthomas@bakercountypress.com

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS Camille FitzPatrick
classifi eds@bakercountypress.com

USPS 040-280
Post Offi  ce Box 598  |  Macclenny, FL 32063

(904) 259-2400 

The Baker County Press is published each Thursday by Baker County 
Press, Inc. Periodicals postage paid under permit issued April 26, 1929 
at the post offi  ce in Macclenny, Florida.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$25.00 a year inside Baker County; $45.00 a year outside Baker Coun-
ty; deduct, $5.00 for persons outside Baker County who are 65 years 
of age or older, military personnel on active duty, and college stu-
dents. POSTMASTER: send address changes to The Baker County 
Press, P.O. Box 598, Macclenny, FL 32063.

This newspaper is printed on recycled paper.

Page 8  The Baker County Press Th ursday,   February 13, 2020

I watched the Oscars on 
Sunday — always an ex-
perience. In recent years 
wife Kelley and I don’t go 
out that much to the mov-
ies so I don’t know a lot of 
the fi lms up for the major 
awards.

Kelley, an avid People
magazine reader, knows 
more of the goings on about 
the Hollywood elite. I know 
nothing, but watch the 
show because 
it’s going to 
entertain – in-
tentionally or 
not.

Social me-
dia, as it has 
in so many 
things, has altered the Os-
cars somewhat. Since the 
70s, the presenters and 
winners have dabbled in 
politics and social issues. 
Most of the time it’s pretty 
cringe-worthy. 

Marlon Brando got the 
ball rolling in 1972 after 
winning Best Actor for 
The Godfather. He got up 
and gave a long, rambling 
drug and/or alcohol fueled 
speech about the American 
Indian Movement. It made 
very little sense and had 
nothing at all to do with the 
Oscars.

The Vietnam War and 
the war in Iraq all have 
been fair game for actors. 
This year it was “inclusion.” 
For the last couple of years, 
social media has fueled a 
call for more inclusion in 
the awards, whether that 
means based on ethnicity 
or race or gender. 2016’s 
#oscarsswhite campaign 
got some changes in the 
Best Picture category.

They are certainly right, 
but after two or three 

speeches I usually put it on 
mute. I’m not a fan of ac-
tors and politics mixing.

I am a fi rm believer in 
people expressing their 
political views, but not 
when I’m a captive audi-
ence. Why do I care about 
Joaquin Phoenix’s political 
views, even when they are 
very articulately presented?

I suppose they think this 
is a big stage to present their 

message, but 
there’s a time 
and place for 
everything.

This year 
had a lot of 
that, as I ex-
pected, but I 

stuck around to the end.
There were some sur-

prises, though a lot were 
predictable. Laura Dern 
won for Best Supporting 
Actress in Marriage Story. 
She had won everything 
else leading up to the Os-
cars.

I was a bit surprised at 
Brad Pitt’s win for Best 
Supporting Actor, but he is 
a traditional leading man, 
so I probably shouldn’t 
have been. 

I wasn’t particularly 
surprised by Renee Zell-
wiger winning for Judy or 
Joaquin Phoenix for Joker 
though they had great com-
petition.

Maybe my favorite win 
of the night was in the an-
imated short subject — a 
cartoon called Hair Story. 
It’s about fi ve minutes long 
and was shown on CBS 
Sunday Morning, so you 
should be able to fi nd it.

I challenge you to watch 
it without being in tears 
at the end. It’s funny and 
beautiful and surprising 

and everything an animat-
ed fi lm should be. It’s a 
good example of why we 
watch movies in the fi rst 
place.

Here’s something I have 
noticed over the last few 
years — a lack of quality 
in the Best Song category. 
With the exception of the 
remarkable Stand Up from 
Harriet, the rest were for-
gettable. The winner was 
I’m Gonna Love Me Again
from Rocketman. Elton 
John’s win for a song which 
really wasn’t very good was 
a nod to the fact that he 
didn’t – and should have – 
won an Oscar for Lion King. 
His songs were as brilliant 
as this one was lackluster.

I did not see the Best Pic-
ture winner Parasite, but 
it was a game changer in 
many respects.

Writer/director Bong 
Joon Ho of South Korea 
tied Walt Disney for the 
most number of Oscar wins 
in a single night with four 
and his unusual fi lm was 
the fi rst fi lm in a foreign 
language to win Best Pic-
ture in the 92-year history 
of the Oscars. 

Wow. Impressive. It also 
was only the second fi lm to 
win both the Oscar for Best 
Picture and the Palm d’Or 
at Cannes. The fi rst was 
Marty in 1953.

What this really convinc-
es me is that I need to go 
out and see more movies. 
There were two on the list, 
1917 and Once Upon a Time 
in Hollywood that I really 
wanted to see, but missed. 

I shouldn’t be such a 
stick in the mud. I’ll go see 
more fi lms this year so I’ll 
have a dog in the hunt and a 
fi lm I can root for next year.

Here we go again.
Like the coming of 

spring, the pollen season 
and harbinger of another 
hot summer, a few mem-
bers of the Florida Legisla-
ture show up in Tallahassee 
each year determined to 
remove the state’s require-
ment for 
public notices 
in local news-
papers across 
the state.

If you are a 
regular reader of The Press 
(and we hope you are), you 
are familiar with the paid 
notices appearing regularly 
on these pages — zoning 
and land use matters, spe-
cial meetings on ordinances 
and policy changes among 
local governments, proper-
ty tax notices and so on.

Not only does the 
newspaper publish them in 
print, it also posts notices 
online (at www.fl oridapub-
licnotices.com) for anyone, 
anywhere to see if they 
don’t have access to our 
print or online edition. We 
charge local governments 
our regular advertising rate 
for print notices, but they 
(and you) can access them 
online free of charge.

In fact, Baker County 
residents and those in 
neighboring communities 
like Baldwin have access to 
all public notices statewide 
via this website, again free 

of charge.
We look at public notices 

this way: They are a key 
component in keeping you 
the readers up on local 
government activities. The 
newspaper also as part of 
its public service role rou-
tinely covers local govern-

ment meetings 
where upcom-
ing matters 
appearing in 
public notices 
are discussed 

before decisions are made 
on when and where to hold 
special meetings prior to 
adoption.

That’s our job, and we’re 
glad to do it.

The role of public notices 
in keeping you informed 
on the activities of local 
government is key to main-
taining your side of the 
bargain — keeping up with 
what you should know as a 
citizen of Baker County and 
its municipalities. There’s 
little excuse for anyone 
to protest that they didn’t 
know their city or county 
was planning to alter this 
ordinance or levy that tax.

We’re disappointed 
that Baker County’s own 
Rep. Chuck Brannan voted 
in committee in favor of 
removing the public notice 
requirement, though he 
says he did so after a provi-
sion was added that seems 
to exempt Baker County 

because it’s a “fi scally con-
strained” area with limited 
internet access and use. It’s 
a porous provision — so 
don’t bet on it.

Second, that exemp-
tion begs the question: 
removing the public notice 

requirement is a precursor 
to bad government, wheth-
er it applies to small Baker 
County or giant Broward 
County where the bill’s 
Senate sponsor resides.

And lastly, newspapers 
are not being candid if 

they don’t admit there is a 
fi nancial element to this — 
public notices are a source 
of revenue. Successful 
newspapers shouldn’t rely 
on them solely for fi scal 
viability but they are a key 
element in the revenue 

stream that permits us to 
exist and serve as a conduit 
for information that you, 
the reading public, need as 
viable citizens. It all runs 
together. Let your voice be 
heard using the informa-
tion below.

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

MY SIDE OF
THE MATTER

ROBERT GERARD

IMPRESSIONS
Jim McGauley

What the loss of public notices means to you

Dear Editor:
What a blessing from 

the Lord this morning to 
be able to see and hear 
the President of the Unit-
ed States of America give 
a speech on national tele-
vision. It was a speech 
that everyone in Ameri-
can needs to hear. If you 
missed it, I pray you will 
fi nd it somewhere and lis-
ten to it. If you are a Chris-
tian and believe in God, 
listen to it; if you don’t 
believe in God, listen to it. 

I am a Republican 
who believes in God, I’m 
against killing humans, 
unless they are trying to 
kill you. I’m especially 
against killing those that 
cannot protect them-
selves, those we call “ba-
bies.” Killing them is mur-
der in the fi rst degree. 

Brothers and sisters in 
Christ, it is time to take a 
stand for what the Bible 
has shown us. I don’t care 
what denomination na-
tion you are or what polit-
ical party you support, we 
must stand up for those 
“little ones” who cannot 
take up for themselves. 
(Can I get an Amen?)

Accidents happen, but 
with all the things that 
are available to prevent 
unwanted pregnancies, it 
should not ever happen 
unless rape is involved. 

Thanks to all of you 
who read this and take a 
stand! 

Herb Rodgers
Macclenny

Grateful
for speech
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